Oxford Workshop July 6-7, 2009 
Press Freedom on the Internet:  Challenges and Strategies in Defending Online Speech 
  
Organizers: 
International Media Lawyers Association (IMLA) 
International Senior Lawyers Project (ISLP) 
Programme in Comparative Media Law & Policy (PCMLP) 
Open Society Justice Initiative 
  
  
Sunday  July 5  --  Dinner for participants (location to be determined) 
  
Monday July 6 
	  
	   

	10.30 -11:00 
	Opening and welcoming remarks 

	11:00-12:30 
	Session 1: The Perils of Blogging:  Case studies from around the globe 
(Including Thailand, Egypt, Malaysia) 
Is publication on the Internet reviving seditious and criminal libel? 
How do criminal penalties compare to pre-Internet trends? 
Attitudes towards Internet publication:  impact on reputation? Harm to states? 
Comparative analysis and comments 
  

	12.30–13.30 
	Lunch 

	13:30–15:00 
	Session 2: Citizen Journalism: Redefining the creation of news and information 
Liability for User Generated Content 
Responsible Journalism in the online environment 
Corrections and replies 
Relationship with the audience 
With Siobhain Butterworth, Readers Editor The Guardian 

	15:00–15:30 
	Coffee-break 

	15:30–17:00 
	Session 3: Filtering and Internet Censorship:  Blocking the message and the messenger 
Including issues from Turkey, Kyrgyzstan, SE Asia 
Rationales and legal regulations.  Connections to self-censorship 
Defining illegal content.  Cultural, political and security related targets of censorship. 
Government ownership of ISPs 
Comparisons to success stories / infrastruction building 
  

	18.00 
	Dinner at Mansfield College 
  


  
ADDITIONAL SESSION TO BE ADDED ON MONDAY ON INTERNET TECHNOLOGY AND CENSORSHIP 
  
Tuesday July 7 
	9:00 – 10:30 
	Session 4: Cyberwars and States of Emergency 
This section will look the contemporary debates on Cyberwars and the challenges they pose.
  

	10:30 – 11:00 
	Coffee-break 

	11:00 – 12:00 
	Session 5: Emerging Legal Issues 
Anonymity Online:  The history of protection for anonymous online speakers.  Comparative theories on the role of anonymous speech in democratic society.  The evolution of heightened standards of protection in the U.S.  Comparisons and trends in Europe, elsewhere. 
  
Prior Restraints Online:  Effectiveness and alternatives.  Suing ISPs to suppress content.  Contempt of court issues when reporting on trials. 
  

	12.00 – 13.00 
	Lunch 
  

	13:00 – 14:00 
	Session 6: Perspectives from the Bench:  The Judiciary and the Internet 
Moderated discussion with Judge Willem Korthals Altes, The Netherlands and Eduardo Bertoni, former freedom of expression rapporteur for the OAS. 
   

	14:00 – 15.30 
	Session 7:  Strategies for Defending Online Speech 
Comparative Defense Strategies from online cases. 
What went into building a case? 
Preparing the journalists’ affidavit; strategies for examining witnesses; marshalling legal authority. 
Framing the case:  Distinctions between established media and citizen journalists.  Standards of fault.  Distinctions between value judgments and statements of fact.  Trouble Zones:  reporting on government corruption; allegations of wrong doing. 
  

	15:30 – 16:00 
	Coffee Break 

	16.00 – 17.30 
	Session 7: continued.  The way forward.  Leveraging National and International Cooperation.  Discussion of amicus efforts.  Locating counsel and connecting to colleagues in other jurisdictions. 
Led by Darian Pavli, Justice Initiative 

	  
18:30 – 20:00 
	  
Dinner at Mansfield College  


